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“O say can you see, by the dawn's early light,  
What so proudly we hail'd at the twilight's last  

gleaming,  
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the peri-

lous fight O'er the ramparts we watch'd were so  
gallantly streaming?  

And the rocket's red glare, the bomb bursting in air,  
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still 

there,  
O say does that star-spangled banner yet wave  

O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave?” 
-Star Spangled Banner  
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Sunday Schedule 
9:00 AM—Contemporary Worship—Memorial Room 

The Garden Sunday school 
9:00 AM—Adult Sunday school—Fireside Room 

Nursery 
10:30 AM—Traditional Worship—Sanctuary 

One Room Sunday school 
Nursery 

AGAPE  
 GRAPEVINE 

“Fourth of July” 
By Courtland Cropper 

 

For the Glory of God 

Bethesda United  
Methodist Church 

 Amid all the fireworks and barbecue 
smoke this July 4, consider pausing for a 
moment to reflect on one of our founding 
fathers called the Creator. 
 
 A belief in God and the faith of our 
founders leads to a strong moral fiber. 
“That’s probably the most important ingre-
dient in this country.” 
 
 It started with God, and with the 
founders’ belief in rights that are his gift to 
us. Whatever your religious views, if you 
are an American it’s at least worth under-
standing the idea on which our nation was 
founded. 
 
 From the brewing of the tea in the 
Atlantic Ocean to recalling the vision of 
our founders’ Boston Tea Party, Our gov-
ernment was founded on the essential reli-
gious idea of integrity of the individual. It 
was this religious sense which inspired the 
author of the Declaration of Independ-
ence, who issued four separate references 
to God, in addition to the “endowed by 
their Creator.” 
 
 George Washington, announcing the 
Declaration to the troops in a general or-
der dated July 9, 1776 wrote “The General 
hopes and trusts, that every officer and 
man will endeavor to live and act as be-
comes a Christian soldier defending the 
dearest Rights and Liberties of his country 
knowing that now the peace and safety of 

his country depends (under God) solely on 
the success of our arms.” 
 
 Whenever you go out to light your 
patio torch or watch a fireworks, say in 
your heart: “We hold these truths to be 
self-evident that all men are created 
equal; that they are endowed by their Cre-
ator with certain inalienable rights.” 
 
 It was a theme that John F. Kennedy 
used on January 20, 1961 in Washington, 
DC when he said, “The same revolutionary 
beliefs for which our fore bearers fought 
are still issue around the globe—the belief 
that the rights of man come not from the 
generosity of the state, but from the hand 
of God.”  (I Corinthians 10:31) 
 
 “So whether you eat or drink or 
whatever you do, do it all for the glory of 
God.”    Amen. 
 
` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` 
“O thus be it ever when freemen shall stand Be-
tween their lov'd home and the war's desolation! 
Blest with vict'ry and peace may the heav'n res-
cued land Praise the power that hath made and 
preserv'd us a nation! Then conquer we must, 

when our cause it is just, And this be our motto - 
"In God is our trust," And the star-spangled 

banner in triumph shall wave O'er the land of the 
free and the home of the brave.”  

-Star Spangled Banner 
 

 Let’s not forget our roots as we celebrate 
July 4th this year and every year—thank God! 

 



Men's Welcome Center—Salisbury Urban Ministries (SUM)  
  

Male volunteers are needed on Saturdays from 10 am – 2 pm.   
Volunteers assist with laundry, issue personal hygiene items for showering and visit with the 

homeless men. Prayerfully consider offering to volunteer.  
Volunteering just one Saturday every couple of months would relieve the regular volunteers.  

Your assistance would be greatly appreciated.  
Contact Debbie Donaway, Executive Director, Salisbury Urban Ministries, 410-749-1563  

or email:  Debbie.donaway@gmail.com.  
  

Men's Welcome Center is in need of individually wrapped snacks  
(crackers, nutragrain bars, cookies, etc.)   

Supplies can be dropped off to SUM  on Mon - Thurs, 9 AM-1 PM.  
Call 410-749-1563 for other available times  for drop off.  

Agape 2 

“Joseph” Check  

Presented to  
Salisbury Urban  

Ministries! 
 

     Pictured are Sherri Trader-
Hynes (Director of “Joseph 

and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dream Coat”) and Debbie Do-

noway (Director Of SUM).  
     Proceeds from the produc-
tion will be used to purchase 2 

clothes washers and 1 dryer 
for the Men’s Center at SUM.                          

     Thanks to everyone who 
attended/supported the 3 fab 
shows put on at BUMC! 

Colossians 3:12 

 

Fill in the blanks with the missing words from this month’s scripture: 
 

As _______________ chosen __________, 
____________ and _______________________, 

 
Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,  

 
humility, meekness, and patience. 

 

Remember, you are chosen and loved by God!  

 

You are special! 
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Stories from the Basement 
Help and Outreach Point of Entry, Inc. 

By Donna Clark RN, Director 
 
 
 

     Today’s world seems full of tragedies and terror leaving 
many people fearful. To those who live on the streets or 
struggling to keep a roof over their heads this climate of 
uncertainty seems to have affected them as much as the 
rest of us. When the news comes on the TV out in the wait-
ing room there is plenty of political division and discussion 
and sometimes it gets emotional. We have noticed one 
thing that seems unusual and that is the way everyone is 
looking out for each other. When there are new clients from 
one of the local shelter seeing us for assistance the regu-
lars take them under their wings and explain how things 
work in the community. We saw a new client who was dis-

tressed by all the over whelming demands for her to just 
take care of the basic needs of her children and herself.                                  
One of the men who is at our office every time we are open 
sat down and started to explain how to pull all of it together. 
He showed her how to complete our forms and when she 
stated her needs he told her what to expect from us and 
then he elaborated how to deal with changing her benefits 
from one state to another at Social Services. By the time 
she was called back to receive our help she had calmed 
down and was able to focus on completing the paperwork 
for birth certificates and start working on her new ID. Ladies 
in the waiting room took care of her children so she could 
focus on our advice. We witnessed a village helping one of 
their own through the maze of social service requirements 
with love and support. By the time she left the church she 
had a smile on her face and hope in her heart. God is good!
  Psalm 118:21-24 

Hidden Treasures? 
    

 As our Fall Bazaar, Oc-
tober 7th, quickly approaches, 
we are busy gathering special 
items to be offered in our silent 
auction. Though we are asking 
businesses in our community 
for donations, we have seen in 
the past that some of our BEST 
auction items come from YOU! 
 
    

 Are there any treasures 
at your home, used or unused?  
Please consider donating them! 
If you are a business owner, a 
condo owner, a crafter, a baker, 
a carpenter, or a sports’ fan, 
would you consider donating 
one of your treasures?  
 
    

 Remember that 100% of 
the profit from the Silent Auction 
comes right back to our church! 
Thank you for your generosity! 
 
    

 Questions? Contact Nancy 
Rowe at rowes02@comcast.net or 
443 880 6867.    

Youth Update 
By Meredith Rounsley, Director 

 

This is my very last official let-
ter! 
 
Thank you so much for allowing 
me to be a part of your lives for 
these past two years. I have 
deeply enjoyed being Bethes-
da’s Youth Director and know 
that each and every one of our 
students are going on to do 
great things. 
 
You are loved, you are im-
portant, and you have made my 
life richer. Thank you from the 
bottom of my heart. 
 
That being said, I a not leaving 
town! I look forward to seeing 
you guys around town and I 
look forward to Christmas 
fudge—Amen! 
 

All my love, 
Meredith 

 
Editor’s Note: Thank you Mer-
edith for your dedication to our 
Youth and Contemporary Ser-
vice—We will surely miss you!! 

Shorebirds Game 
& Delicious Dinner 
Thursday, July 13 

Sponsored by 
United  

Methodist Men 

Put this on your calendar and 
join your Church Family and 

friends as they enjoy a 
Shorebirds Game and  

delicious dinner!  
 

Only $27 per person.  
 

Menu includes: slow roasted 
beef and honey glazed ham, 
baked ziti, grilled seasonal 

veggies mashed potatoes with 
gravy fresh baked rolls,  
cookies, and water/tea/

lemonade/soda.  
Tickets are available from any 
UMM or the Church Office.  

Come and bring a friend! 

Thursday, July 13. 

mailto:rowes02@comcast.net
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From the  
Music Department 

 

 Nikko was riding his bike with the training 
wheels still attached. I adjusted them so that they 
were not in contact with the ground the whole 
time only when he needed the support to stay 
safe. As much as I told him that they could come 
off and that he didn’t need them any more, he 
still wanted them to stay on the bike. They were 
noisy when they rolled on the ground. They 
sounded like 100 angry rattlesnakes in a small 
tiled bathroom. When he was balancing on only 
two tires, the rattling noise gave way to the quiet 
sound of the tire tread humming on the trail. 
Then one da he was riding as fast as he could; I 
was running after him and suddenly the training 
wheels flew off and came to rest in the middle of 
the road. Nikko didn’t stop. He glanced around to 
see what made the noise and then nonchalantly 
shrugged and continued riding away from me. 
Two things became clear to me: 1) My mechani-
cal abilities leave much to be desired, and 2) He 
hadn’t really needed them for a while, and just 
kept them there out of complacency. 
 
 Unlike the training wheels, the choirs are 
an integral part of our worship life. They produce 
beautiful sounds and lead us to God’s presence 
and an attitude of praise. The Chancel Choir is 
taking a summer hiatus, but will return in the fall. 
The Handbell Choir has plans to offer anthems 
during July and August. I have some very nice 
arrangements for four players and piano. 
 
 At the last regular choir rehearsal, I gave 
the members a charge in the form of a travel 
photo contest. They are to submit pictures in the 
following categories: 1) the most quaint/historic 
church, 2) any other church named Bethesda, 
and 3) the most creative message on a church 
sign. Prizes will be awarded in each category 
and the winning entry will be published in a fu-
ture edition of the newsletter. 
 
 Please take an opportunity to thank a 
choir member for his/her service and welcome 
one or two to sit with you while they are not lead-
ing the music in the service. 
 

 See you in church, Jeff (Baer, Director) 

Blessed Homeland 

Gliding o'er life's fitful waters,  
Heavy surges sometimes roll;  
And we sigh for yonder haven,  
For the homeland of the soul. 

Blessed homeland, ever fair!  
Sin can never enter there;  
But the soul, to life awaking,  
Everlasting bloom shall wear. 

Oft we catch a faint reflection,  
Of its bright and vernal hills;  
And, though distant, how we hail it!  
How each heart with rapture thrills! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To our Father, and our Savior,  
To the Spirit, Three in One,  
We shall sing glad songs of triumph  
When our harvest work is done. 

'Tis the weary pilgrim's homeland,  
Where each throbbing care shall cease,  

And our longings and our yearnings, Like 
a wave, be hushed to peace. 

  —Fanny Crosby  



SUM/Lazarus Fund 
 May 2017 Report 
(Phone 410-749-1563) 

FOOD PANTRY DATA: 
We saw 179 Families 423 Singles 
      3 Families requesting $ assist. 
    20 Persons receiving Prescriptions 
    17 New clients 
We issued     1 Denial ( food and assist.) 
We distributed 226 Bags of food 
   210 Bags of government food 
     16 Bags of donated food 

We are in need of ready-to-eat foods like canned 
ham, Spam, beef stew, chili, Vienna Sausages, corned 
beef, complete boxed dinners, pasta, rice, fruit, pea-
nut butter, jelly and crackers, breakfast foods like 
cereal, oatmeal, pop tarts, fruit bars, Boxed Dinners 
like Hamburger/Chicken/Tuna Helper, canned/dry 
soups, drinks/juices, snack items like fruits and pud-
dings. Large diapers sizes 3, 4 or 6  are needed. Per-
sonal Hygiene Items such as deodorant, soap bars, 
shampoos, lotions, tooth brushes & tooth pastes, 
women’s personal items, razors, shaving cream, chap 
stick, etc. are needed. Funds disbursed this month: 
$3,673.41 Urgent Volunteer Needs: If you are able to 
volunteer but are not sure what it involves, please 
come visit us on Tuesdays or Thursdays between 10 
AM and 2 PM to see how this service to the commu-
nity works. You do not have to commit every week, 
as even once  would be a big help. Please give this a 
try.  Thanks and God bless! 

 

Reach Out and Touch Someone 
By Pam Ward, Faith Based/Wi Middle 

 

Acts 20:35 …”It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.” 
 
 Our beautiful Bethesda is located in an 
impoverished part of town. Part of our community 
is the students at Wi Middle. As part of our Faith 
Based connection I would love to shower the stu-
dents and staff with much needed provisions.  
Recently the bulletin has shared the need for de-
odorant.  

 

 Each month a new needed item will be 
highlighted. This will continue throughout the 
summer. When the students and staff return in 
September how awesome will it be to deliver a 
truck load of necessities.   
 
May – Deodorant     

June - Soap or Acne Pads 

July - Tissues or Hand Sanitizer  

Aug - School Supplies: pencils, paper, note-

books, folders  

 
 A box will be placed by the ramp side en-
trance or drop off to the office. Please feel free to 
give me a call with any questions or concerns.  
Pam Ward 410-726- 5863. 
 
 “Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill 

the law of Christ,” Galatians 6:2 

Senior Singles  
will eat and fellowship at 

 

Suicide Bridge 
Restaurant 

 

Thursday, July 20 
at 3:00 PM. 

Church van leaves church 
parking lot at 2:00 PM. 

Please note time! 
 RSVP to Sandy 410 742 8855 

Thanks, Many Thanks 
 

Dear Bethesda UMC Family, 
I thank you very much for the 
scholarship you so generously 
have given me for my first year at 
Camp Pecometh. I deeply appreci-
ate the support that the church has 
provided to help me grow even 
closer to God in a new atmosphere. 
I’m looking forward to my first week 
at Camp Pecometh. Thank you 
once again! God bless you, 
  -Anna Long 
 

Thank you Bethesda family for the 
scholarship money to Camp 
Pecometh! I will enjoy my first year 

at camp and am extremely excited! 
Camp will give me the blessing of 
new friendships and will strengthen 
my relationship with God. It is a 
magnificent blessing to be with a 
church with wonderful, generous 
people :) 
 -Blessings, Ellie Long 
 

Dear Bethesda Family, 
I would like to thank you for the 
scholarship you have given me. It 
will be enormous help in furthering 
my education. It means a lot to 
know that I have such a loving 
community behind me. God bless 
you!  
 -Sincerely, Thomas Long 

Agape 4 Agape 5    

Salisbury District 
Newsletter 

 
If you or anyone you know 

would like to receive the District 
Newsletter by e-mail, please call 
the District Office 410 749 3331 
or send the e-mail address to: 
salisburydistrict@comcast.net. 
The next newsletter is July 5th. 

 
Salisbury District Office 

Peninsula-Delaware Conference 
211A Phillip Morris Drive 

Salisbury, MD 21804 
 

Dist. Superintendent 
Rev. Fred Duncan 

 
Dist. Administrator 
Charlotte Hastings 

College  
Addresses!   

 

 As your college student 
begins school this fall, please 
remember to forward their 
new address (dorm or off 
campus) to the church so that 
we may include your student 
in College Communications 
and (Goodie Boxes)!!!!!!! 
 
 Also, if your child/
student has the same post of-
fice box all 4 years, please 
confirm each year for us!   
 
 We love keeping in 
touch with our college stu-
dents!  Thank You!     

Salisbury  
Urban Ministries 

 
 

Donations Needed: 

 
 

Lazarus Food Pantry 
Cereal Bars/Oatmeal 

Hamburger/Chicken/Tuna Helper 
Ramen Noodles 

 

Kids Café 
Granola Bars 

Individual Snacks (pretzels,  
fruit cups, fruit roll-ups, etc.) 

 

Men’s Welcome Ctr. 
Spray Deodorant 

Body Wash 
Laundry Detergent 

 

Call 410 749 1563 

Several Opportunities 
 

Anyone interested in the  
Contemporary Worship Director,  

Youth Director,  
or Young Family Outreach Coordinator 

 positions should email a letter of interest and resume to Cres Long, 
 S/PPRC Chair at longcs431@gmail.com by July 10.  

 

We hope to fill these positions as soon as possible. 

Be  
Forgiving 
 

A pearl is made 
when a piece of 
grit gets inside 
an oyster shall 
and begins to 

irritate the oyster. The oyster covers up 
the grit with layers and layers of nacre to 
protect itself. The pearl is formed from 
these many layers of nacre. 
The oyster and the pearl can remind you 
to always forgive, over and over again. 
Whom can you forgive today? 
________________________________
________________________________ 

Alzheimer’s Update 
 

Individuals faced with the challenges of 
caring for a loved one with Alzheimer’s 

or other form of dementia can draw 
strength and support from sharing their 
experience with other caregivers at a  
support group that will hold their next 

meeting at the Todd House on July 16th 
at 2:00 PM. The support group will meet 
for 90 minutes. You may call Ann Wil-

mer at 443 493 0268 for more  
information. See you there! 

 
 
 
 

Be Kind 
Many starfish had been 
washed up on the sand 
by the tide and were sure 
to die before the tide returned. A boy 
walked slowly along the shore, reaching 
down and tossing the beached starfish 
back into the ocean. A man walked up 
to the boy and said, “You have a good 
heart, and I know you mean well, but do 
you realize how many starfish are dying 
on every beach every day? Do you real-
ly think that what you are doing is going 
to make a difference?” The boy picked 
up another starfish, and as he gently 
tossed it back into the ocean, said, “It 
makes a difference to that one.” Be kind. 

mailto:longcs431@gmail.com

