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Sunday Schedule 
9:00 AM—Contemporary Worship—Memorial Room 

The Garden Sunday school 
9:00 AM—Adult Sunday school—Fireside Room 

Nursery 
10:30 AM—Traditional Worship—Sanctuary 

One Room Sunday school 
Nursery 
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Bethesda United  
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 Scripture speaks of many traditions: 
removal of sandals, washing of hands, 
burial customs, and sacrifices.  Thankfully 
Jesus came into our lives…He is the sacri-
ficial Lamb.  Tradition means to pass a 
custom or belief to the next generation.   

 The practices of the Ten-Thirty Tra-
ditional Service are like a “well-oiled ma-
chine” or I have also heard “done with ex-
cellence.”  We have ushers who have 
been greeting and directing for years. We 
have ladies that thrive on making the 
sanctuary beautiful with flowers, brass and 
candles. Each aspect of the Traditional 
service has been a “tradition” for decades.   

 With the arrival of spring many tradi-
tions include sprucing up the yard or deep 
cleaning the house. Well at least the yard!  
I do not have a green thumb but Aaron 
faithfully each year manicures the lawn, 
trims and shapes the bushes, replenish 
the flowers that did not survive the winter 
and freshens up the mulch. It is a wonder-
ful sight when pulling in the driveway. 

  A committee has been formed to en-
rich the nine o’clock Contemporary Ser-
vice that is held in the multipurpose area 
known as the “memorial room.” Transform-
ing such an area into a worshipping arena 
is difficult.  The fact that nothing is perma-
nently stationed creates issues.  

 

 Now, this service is not new but cer-
tainly traditions have not yet been formed.  
The duty of this committee is to create an 
environment or sanctuary downstairs for 
those who may not be comfortable with a 
formal setting.  So, little by little you will 
see some additions and modifications.   

 Bethesda is so fortunate to have two 
unique worship services.  The services are 
completely different in style yet we hear 
the same message. ONE CHURCH, TWO 
SERVICES!! There are few Methodist 
churches in our area that have a modern 
Contemporary Service. Regrettably some 
people have no experience, have been 
tainted by “a church” or “religion” and are 
reluctant to revisit a traditional service.   

 The Contemporary Service may 
open a door to our neighbors who have 
fallen away from the church or maybe ex-
tend a hand to someone who is uncomfort-
able with formality. Jesus instructs us to 
love our neighbor… maybe by offering a 
casual atmosphere we can bring new 
friends to know Christ.       

 God is moving at Bethesda in a 
mighty way. Please continue to pray as 
the downstairs sanctuary comes together.  
And please pray that Bethesda will be a 
place that everyone will feel comfortable to 
come and worship our LORD!   

 



From the Music Department 
GOD WORKS IN MYSTERIOUS WAYS 

 

Our lives are like a tapestry. We see all of the loose strings and knots but GOD sees the finished 
product.  
When Sherri asked me to be in the JOSEPH play I had no idea of all I would need to memorize. I 
would write down songs and colors keeping them with me each day in my pocket. Looking and 
repeating them over and over – thinking “OH my, so much to learn”.  
My daily work is testing and treating patients who struggle with allergies. I test patients of all ages 
and many are children. Testing includes many skin pricks which can be very frightening for chil-
dren. That’s when games and any distractions are needed. 
One of my patient’s last week found his own distraction, “Miss Lynda, do you know all of the col-
ors in JOSEPH’S coat. That’s my favorite movie. I will test you.” So, we sang all of the colors to-
gether while I finished his test.  
I might add that he gave me an “A”. That was truly a GOD moment and only the tip of the iceberg 
as to how much GOD can and will do in our lives.  
Roman’s 8:28 – “All things work together for good to those who love the LORD and are called 
according to his purpose.” 
Music is a ministry to the soul. Just read the verses in a hymn and you will 
find a story to enlighten your spirit. 
GOD has given us all a song however we choose to express it.  
   May GOD grant you peace for each new day, 

Blessings,  
Lynda Ward 
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The Bethesda Church  
Kitchen Crew is on Hiatus !!!! 

(until September) 
 

        I just want to say a HUGE THANK YOU to 
everyone who makes the luncheon happen 
every month.  Without the support of the volun-
teers this would never happen. A special 
thanks to Sandy, Mark and Brenda for making 
this part of their job and trying to keep me 
straight. There is no way to list everyone who 
volunteers, I wouldn’t want to leave anyone 
out, just know I appreciate you and all you do 
with all my heart. 
        The luncheon adds about $18,000 + to the 
general fund at Bethesda and it takes a village 
(congregation) to make this work. I counted 
volunteer hours last year on how many it takes 

to make this luncheon go out in the community 
and to those who are an important part of our 
church family and are not able to attend as 
they would like. Without the volunteers there 
would be no profit !   
        If there are some of you who have a few 
hours the Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday of 
luncheon week we would love to have you join 
us. There is always something to do. Shop, 
peel, chop, mix, bake, package, pack orders 
and deliver. Many hands make light work. You 
do not have to come every month, just when 
you can fit us in your schedule. Give Sandy a 
call at the office and she will put you on the list 
of volunteers.   
        THANK YOU AGAIN, to everyone of you 
who come to the kitchen and help make this 
one of Bethesda’s favorite ministries.    

See you in the kitchen, Penny 

“I’ve heard a thousand stories of what they think you’re like. 
But I’ve heard the tender whispers of love in the dead of night. 
And you tell me that you’re pleased and that I’m never alone. 

You’re a good father. It’s who you are, it’s who you are, it’s who you are.” 
“GOOD, GOOD FATHER” by Chris Tomlin 
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Stories from the Basement 
Help and Outreach Point of Entry, Inc. 

By Donna Clark RN, Director 
 

 In September we were blessed to have a 
Social Work Intern form Salisbury University join 
us for her final experience in her Bachelor’s De-
gree education. When she started she was “like 
a deer in the headlights” as our clients streamed 
through the office. Over the months she grew to 
be a strong compassionate counselor who tried 
her best to meet the needs of the people she in-
terviewed.  
 Today the clients ask for her by name, 
knowing that she will take all the time needed to 
help them and be more patient than the rest of 
us. We have watched her develop her interview-

ing skills and her ability to work with difficult peo-
ple. She has a heart as big as the All Outdoors 
and will do anything in her power to help those in 
need. When the ones with the really sad stories 
leave the office she has tears in her eyes.  

 

 She’s a single Mom raising a 8 year old 
son and is as independent as anyone can be. 
She has faced many difficult obstacles in the 
past year including the death of her fiancée, a 
car accident, and several other issues. 

 

 God creates each of us for His purposes 
and in her case He has great plans. She hopes 
to go on for her Masters and continue her edu-
cation.  
 We wish her all of God’s blessings and 
hope you will keep her in your prayers. 

Matthew 25: 14 - 30 

Parade of 
Stars 

May 28, 2017 
(Fundraiser for  
Santa’s Angels) 

 
     On behalf of Santa’s An-
gels, we would like to thank 
you for your continued sup-
port.  We have just completed 
our fifth fundraiser which will 
financially help to sustain us 
for our 28

th
 year of helping 

families in need this Christ-
mas. We raised $14,345.00.  
 
   We had many compliments 
about the wonderful show 
and the amazing baskets for 

the silent auction.  Thank you 
to everyone who attended the 
show and/or made donations.   
 
   The Silent Auction was pro-
nominal!  The baskets were 
the BEST! And the bows were 
exquisite!  
 
     A fabulous evening of enter-
tainment with an incredible line 
up of stars for us to enjoy that 
evening. Walter Moorhead was 
our MC, and he did an out-
standing job. Each of our talent-
ed performers invested count-
less hours to memorize their 
songs and find their striking 
costumes to match their charac-
ter of the times to make the 
night a REAL “SUCCESS.”   
 
      Thank you to Trish Greer, 
Nancy, Michelle, and Mrs. 
Snader for wrapping the plastic 
ware, making the signs for the 
tables for the silent auction bids 
and the signs for all of the food 
donations for the evening.  Ad-
ditionally, thank you to Kathryn 
Moore, Jill Krater, Martha Rob-
erts, Katie Beach, and Anna 

Marie Blankenship for their help 
setting everything up for the 
BIG EVENT. Also, Lois and 
Walter for their creative ideas 
for decorating the room with the 
Memorial Day theme. Thank 
you to Ms. Barbara, Ms. Su-
sanne, and Kathy and Mike Pot-
ter for all their help with decora-
tions. They did a spectacular 
job with the stars and the bal-
loons to create an environment 
with an enormous impact on the 
stars for the evening. Thank 
you to Kathy Potter, and Aman-
da Adkins for assisting with the 
ticket sales. Thank you to 
Sandy Mills for printing the pro-
gram for us. Thank you to eve-
ryone who helped set up and 
take down the show in such a 
timely manner, especially Mark. 
  
     Thank you to everyone 
who participated and espe-
cially to each of you who 
came to the show to support 
our fundraiser for Santa’s An-
gels.  We are already looking 
forward to next year with an-
other marvelous show. 
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Congratulations 

to Our Graduates! 

By Meredith Rounsley 
 

On Sunday, May 21st, we were able to honor our 
graduates during both morning services. A special 
thank you to members of our congregation who, 
through their generosity, made it possible to expand 
our scholarship fund this year. All of our students are 
going on to do great things and we are excited to join 
them as they celebrate their academic accomplish-
ments. Here are this year’s Bethesda graduates! 

High School 
*Abbie Boltz graduates from Mardela High School 
this year as a National Honor Society member and 
active part of Mardela’s academic, musical, and 
sports community as well as a member of the All-
Shore Band. She is an active member of our church, 
attending youth mission trips and serving as a stu-
dent representative on the Conference Council on 
Youth Ministry. She will be attending Salisbury Uni-
versity in the fall and plans to major in accounting and 
finance. 
 
*Katie Beach graduates summa cum laude from Wi-
Hi this year as the student board president for the 
SGA. Katie has been a part of Bethesda’s Chancel 
choir, children’s ministry, and musical fund raisers. 
She will be attending the Sunderman Conservatory of 
Music at Gettysburg College this fall with plans to ma-
jor in vocal performance and applied mathematics, 
with a minor in German studies. 
 
Ethan Bryant graduates from Parkside High School 
this spring. He will be attending Wor-Wic Community 
College in the fall, with plans to transfer to UMES to 
study aerospace engineering. 
 
Sophie Christie graduates from Parkside High 
School where she is member of the Parkside march-
ing and symphonic bands, National Honor Society, 
French National Honor Society and Mu Alpha The-
ta. Sophie joined Bethesda’s youth ministry in 2015, 
becoming a student representative on the Confer-
ence Council on Youth Ministry and participating in 
our yearly mission trip. She will attend Towson Uni-
versity in the fall with an interest in studying Music 
Therapy and Forensics.  
 
*Thomas Long graduates from Bennett High School 
as a member of the National Honor Society and hon-
or roll student. He is a member of Bennett’s SGA and 
the It’s Academic competition team and has attended 
the National Institute of American History and De-
mocracy. Thomas is an active member of Bethesda’s 

traditional service and senior ministry. He will attend 
Salisbury University in the fall and plans on studying 
History.  
 

*Makenzie Shreeves graduates from Parkside High 
School as a member of the National Honor Society, 
National Spanish Honor Society, and Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes. Makenzie has been a part of our 
children’s ministry, traditional service, and Santa’s 
Angels ministry. She is a student athlete and dancer, 
as well as a member of Parkside’s nursing program - 
graduating with her CNA license this June. Makenzie 
will attend Salisbury University in the fall and plans to 
major in nursing.  
 

*Christopher Taylor graduates from Parkside High 
School. He is a member of the National Honor Socie-
ty, Rho Kappa, Mu Alpha Theta, International Thespi-
an, Science, and French Honor Societies. He has en-
joyed being the historian and stage crew manager of 
the Parkside Drama Club and a member of the Aca-
demic Challenge Team. He is an active volunteer at 
our traditional service. Chris will be attending Salis-
bury University in the fall and will be majoring in 
Chemistry. 

College 
Caitlin Cossaboom graduates with her fifth and final 
degree, a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine from the Vir-
ginia-Maryland College of Veterinary Medicine. She 
will be moving to Atlanta, Georgia to work as a dis-
ease detective in the Emerging Special Bacterial 
Pathogens branch of the CDC. 
 

Meredith Rounsley graduates with a Bachelor’s in 
Theology with a concentration in New Testament 
Studies from Alphacrucis College.  
 

Jake Anthony Ruffo graduated with an Associates 
Degree in Accounting from Wor-Wic. He is the son of 
Jeannie & Steve Schweikert and Tony & Christina 
Ruffo. 
 

Jenna Ruffo graduated from Frostburg State Univer-
sity with a Bachelor of Science degree in sociology 
and a minor in international studies. She is the 
daughter of Jeannie & Steve Schweikert and Tony & 
Christina Ruffo. 
 

Pam Ward will graduate from the Christian World 
College of Theology with an Associate’s Degree in 
Biblical Studies. 

Scholarship 
Creston Long is this year’s recipient of the Eleanor 
Bounds Scholarship towards education in ministry. 
He plans on becoming a deacon in the United Meth-
odist Church.  

 

*denotes recipient of a Bethesda Scholarship        



SUM/Lazarus Fund 
 March 2017 Report 

(Phone 410-749-1563) 

FOOD PANTRY DATA: 
We saw 163 Families 327 Singles 
      0 Families requesting $ assist. 
    11 Persons receiving Prescriptions 
    14 New clients 
We issued     0 Denial ( food and assist.) 
We distributed 185 Bags of food 
   169 Bags of government food 
     16 Bags of donated food 

We are in need of ready-to-eat foods like canned 
ham, Spam, beef stew, chili, Vienna Sausages, corned 
beef, complete boxed dinners, pasta, rice, fruit, pea-
nut butter, jelly and crackers, breakfast foods like 
cereal, oatmeal, pop tarts, fruit bars, Boxed Dinners 
like Hamburger/Chicken/Tuna Helper, canned/dry 
soups, drinks/juices, snack items like fruits and pud-
dings. Large diapers sizes 3, 4 or 6  are needed. Per-
sonal Hygiene Items such as deodorant, soap bars, 
shampoos, lotions, tooth brushes & tooth pastes, 
women’s personal items, razors, shaving cream, chap 
stick, etc. are needed. Funds disbursed this month: 
$4,424.23 Urgent Volunteer Needs: If you are able to 
volunteer but are not sure what it involves, please 
come visit us on Tuesdays or Thursdays between 10 
AM and 2 PM to see how this service to the commu-
nity works. You do not have to commit every week, 
as even once  would be a big help. Please give this a 
try.  Thanks and God bless! 

 

Good Bye, Farewell with Love  
 

 On May 28
th
, I announced to our congre-

gation that I will finish my role as Youth Director 
and Contemporary Worship Leader in July of this 
year.  
 I began my time at Bethesda in August of 
2015. Since then, I have had the honor of stand-
ing alongside your children and grandchildren as 
they have grown in faith and maturity.  
 There is no way to overstate how much I 
love these students and how proud I am of the 
things they’ve accomplished. They have graduat-
ed high school, moved on to college, crushed ac-
ademic and musical competitions, been con-
firmed as members of the church, run fundrais-
ers, built houses on mission trips, and chased 
their own dreams. They are full of a faith, love, 
and compassion that I learn from daily. 
 It has been said that healthy things grow. 
My prayer is that Bethesda’s students would con-
tinue to grow in faith, in wisdom, and in maturity 
as they move towards all of the things that God 
has for them. I am excited to see what mark they 
will leave on their world. 
 I would like to thank this church family for 
bringing me alongside during moments of transi-
tion, especially in our Contemporary service. 
 While there will inevitably be many chang-
es to come, I have faith that God will continue to 
bring the right people in to love and be loved by 
this community.  

With Love, 
Meredith Rounsley 

Note: 
We will miss you and wish you the very best! 

Senior Singles  
will eat and fellowship at 

Brew River  
Restaurant 

Salisbury 

 June 15th  -  5:30 PM 
 

RSVP to 
Sandy  

410 742 
8855 

Thanks, Many Thanks 
 
Dear Kitchen Crew, 
Thank you so much for the 
chicken salad, soup, etc.. All are 
delicious. Thanks for remember-
ing me. Bethesda people are 
great! Again, thanks and God 
bless. 
  –Emma Graham 
 

Thanks for the many hours the 
office volunteers and Agape vol-
unteers give to the Church!  We 
could not do it without YOU! 

Dear Bethesda family, 
Thank you so much for the 
soup, chicken salad, biscuits,, 
brownie and bread pudding that 
you provided to Steve and me. 
Thanks also for the cards you’ve 
sent to me to encourage me 
during this bump in my life. I tru-
ly appreciate your thoughts and 
prayers. 
 Sincerely, Cris Rybacki 
 

Call someone and thank them! 
Send them a card. You know 

how good it feels to be thanked! 
Keep up the good work! 
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New Chairs Coming! 
 

 Many thanks are extended 
to the groups and individuals who 
contributed to the purchase of 
chairs for the Contemporary Wor-
ship Service Area and the Fireside 
Room. The Altar Guild, Trustees, 
United Methodist Men and United 
Methodist Women donated enough 
money to purchase the original 100 
chairs needed for the Contemporary 
Service. Individuals have given do-
nations toward the chairs needed 
for the Fireside Room. Donations 
for additional chairs are being re-
ceived by the Church Office. If you 
would like to be part of this project, 
don’t let this opportunity slip by! 
Make your donation today!  

May Soup Luncheon 
 

 The last Soup Luncheon un-
til September took place on May 
18th. Orders were down a little bit, 
but only because the weather was 
warm and folks were not buying 
soup like they do in the cold weath-
er! We are happy to announce that 
the Soup Luncheon netted 
$2,225.34 for the General Budget in 
May. We had a lot of helpers for the 
three days we prepared for delivery 
day! In addition to feeding those 
who have their order delivered to 
them (businesses) we feed our 
members who order and pick-up 
soup, etc. for their own eating 
pleasure. Volunteers also deliver 
soup lunches to our Shut-Ins s well. 

Go, Go, Go, Joseph!  
 

 Here’s what they say: If you 
plan to present an enjoyable even-
ing or afternoon for men and/or 
women, old and/or young, you will 
surely make many happy people. 
And that is exactly what happened! 
“Joseph and the Amazing Tech-
nicolor Dream Coat”, directed by 
Sherri Hynes, was presented on 
two evenings and one afternoon 
with rave reviews and great enter-
tainment for all.  
       In addition to sharing a load 
of talent, donations equaling $3,841 
were divided between Salisbury Ur-
ban Ministries $2561 and our own 
General Budget $1280. Go, Go, Go, 
Joseph! Thank You so very much! 
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Youth Update 
By Meredith Rounsley, Director 

 

“Send the Bumper to Brownsville”  
Bumper Magnet Drive 

 

Bethesda’s Youth Ministry has a long-standing 
tradition of mission work. For the past few years, 
we have partnered with REACH Mission Trips to 
provide home repairs to less fortunate communi-
ties in the United States. Our Bethesda Van has 
travelled to Tennessee, North Carolina, New York, 
and beyond. This year we will be spending June 
24

th
-July 1

st
 in Brownsville, Pennsylvania. 

 

As most of you know, it takes a lot of fundraising 
to get our caravan to it’s destination. This year we 
are adding something new! 
 

Help us “Send the Bumper to Brownsville” by 
sponsoring a bumper magnet that will go on the 

mission trip with us! For any donation amount you 
can sponsor and decorate your own bumper mag-
net that will stick to the Bethesda van as it travels 
to REACH this year. 
 

Visit the magnet table after either of our morning 
services from now until the trip to leave your mark 
on the Bethesda van and let the REACH commu-
nity know that you will be praying for them during 
the week.  
 

As always, we thank you for the support that you 
have shown our youth ministry over our years of 
dedicated mission work. Thank you for your kind-
ness and encouragement as we branch out and 
bear fruit in communities that desperately need 
the love of Jesus! 
 

Editor’s Note: Please take time to support our 
Youth and their projects. Get your car washed 
(June 11—Oaks) and make a nice donation! 

United Methodist Women Circle Meetings - June 
Esther—Tuesday, , 7:00 PM—to be announced 
Chloe—Saturday, 10:00 AM— Local Restaurant 
Elizabeth—Tuesday, June 6, 11:30 AM—Sage Diner 
Eve—Tuesday, June 6, 11:30 AM—Dayton’s Restaurant 
Martha—Thursday, June 8, 11:30 AM @ Goin’ Nuts Café  
Sarah—Wednesday, June 7, 12 Noon at Olive Garden Restaurant 
Rachael—Tuesday, June 13, 6:00 PM @ Atlantic Hotel, Berlin, MD 
Mary—Monday, June 12, 12:00 Noon w/Sharon Perdue, Deal Island MD 
Ruth—Tuesday, June 13, 6:00 PM @ Washington Inn, Princess Anne, MD 


